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ANNOUNCEMENTS & EDITORIALS. 


On Wednesday, June 10th, when the Association will hold its 
Annual Meeting at Walthamstow, the arrangements will occupy 
the afternoon and evening. Jn the afternoon a ramble through 
Epping Forest has been arranged which should be a charming 
preliminary at this time of the year provided the weather is fair. 
The party will assemble at Chingford Station by trains arriving 
at 2.53 and 3.13, and members of the Walthamstow Staff will 
meet these trains and conduct the visitors on the excursion. 
It is necessary that members and friends desiring to participate 
should arrive by one or other of these trains, as the last local 
guides will leave the Station when the 3.13 section has arrived. 
The ramble will provide close touch with the several character- 
istics of the forest scenery, particularly the famous beech woods, 
and will occupy two hours’ easy walking, terminating about 
5 p.m., at the Royal Forest Hotel, where tea will be served 
(2s. per head). The Junior section meets at 6 p.m. and at 
6.30 p.m., the Meeting proper opens at the Central Library 
Walthamstow (two minutes from Hoe _ Street Station). 
Mr. Allan Cullington, Chairman of the Libraries’ Committee, 
will receive the visitors in the Lecture Hall on  be- 
. half of the local authorities. Those intending to join the 

Excursion can reach Chingford by train from Liverpool Street 
Station. The trains leave Platform 2 (or 4, consult indicator 
at head of platform) as follows :— 


Liverpool Street oie 2.23 ra 2.43 
Bethnal Green sn 2.26 im 2.46 
Hackney Downs — , Sas wae 2.53 
arr. Chingford 2.53 ie 3.13 


Single tickets should be taken. 
Visitors can also reach Chingford Station by the 38 ‘bus 
(Victoria to Chingford) and by the 511 "bus (Stratford to Ching- 
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ford) but those intending to come by road should take the pre- 
caution of allowing time to arrive by 3 p.m. 

—_— for Annual Meeting.— 
Minutes of last Annual Meeting. 
Adoption of Annual Report and Balance Sheet. 
Election of new officers and Council for 1925/26. 
Address of incoming President. 
Vote of thanks to retiring officers and council. 
Any other necessary business. 

The Work of the Council.—The Annual Council Meeting, i 
one may so term it, when all the Divisional members attend was, as 
we expected, a lengthy and lively affair. The first item on the 
Agenda was a reminder of the virility of the Association. A 
request was received from members in the East Anglian area for 
leave to form a division. Needless to say it was granted and 
whilst we hope for a very happy future for the new Division 
itself, we also hope that the very fine example set by our East 
Anglian colleagues will be followed by applications from other areas. 
Now then the West of England, Wales, Ireland and Scotland! 
There was little in the reports of the Committees, and the Council 
soon passed to its deliberations on the report of the Sub-Com- 
mittee on ‘‘Classes for Assistants.’’? The Sub-Committee was 
re-appointed with the addition of Divisional representatives. The 
Committee is to collect information about classes, oral and cor- 
respondence, from the various areas of the Association with a 
view to formulating a definite programme. The Association is 
due to give evidence before the Committee on Public Libraries on 
June 23rd, and in preparation for that the Council carefully con- 
sidered the memorandum drawn up by the Sub-Committee 
appointed to prepare the evidence. 

Following this the nominations for the A.A.L. Council and the 
agenda for the Annual Business Meeting were discussed. 

This Annual Council Meeting is one of the best meetings of 
the year since it brings all the divisions of the A.A.L. into touch 
and members gain much in meeting and discussing various mat- 
ters with colleagues from all parts of England. 

The Next Meeting of the Council will be held at the National 
Library for the Blind on Wednesday, July Ist. 

Proposed Correspondence Class in English Composition.— 
We would remind our readers of the proposal of the Council to 
arrange a correspondence class in English Composition. The fee 
suggested will be 10s., plus cost of postage, for 12 lessons. So 
far the response to our notice of April last has been disappointing 
and unless more evidence is forthcoming of support for the course 
the idea will be abandoned. If there are any who would like to 
take the course will they communicate with the Hon. Secretary, 
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Public Library, Bancroft Road, Mile End, E.1 (if they have not 
already done so), before the 30th June. 


Holidays.—For the benefit of those who desire to spend a 
holiday on the Norfolk Broads we are informed that our member, 
Mr. A. R. Pike, The Bungalow, Caister-on-Sea, will be glad to 
give advice. Please enclose stamp for reply. 


The April Meeting.—The Association visited Richmond for 
the first time on April 29th, the meeting beginning in the after- 
noon, when over 100 members and friends (including enthusiastic 
members from Brighton and Reading) took part in a ramble 
through Old Richmond under the guidance of Messrs. A. Cecil 
Piper (Borough Librarian), A. W. Crockford, and R. D. H. 
Smith. The route lay across the Green, past the Old Palace to 
the towpath, along to Richmond Bridge, and through the Terrace 
Gardens to see the world-famed view, thence to Richmond Park 
Gates, and back down the Hill. After the walk the company were 
entertained to tea at the Maids of Honour Restaurant by Alder- 
man T. J. Carless (Chairman of the Library Committee), who was 
unfortunately ill and unable to be present, but whose hospitality 
was greatly appreciated. 

Following tea, a return was made to the Library for a tour 
of inspection, when many complimentary remarks were made upon 
the success of the recent re-organization. 

About 120 members and friends assembled in the Junior 
Library at 7 o’clock, the chair being taken by Mr. Piper in the 
absence of Alderman Carless. In welcoming the Association to 
Richmond, Mr. Piper hoped that this would not be their last visit : 
he had himself been a member for twenty-three years and owed a 
great deal to the Association. Those who know of Mr. Piper’s 
pioneer work in the South Coast Branch and his unabated interest 
in our general welfare will agree that the Association also owes 
a good deal to him. 

After the election of Messrs. Thorne and Sunley as auditors 
for the ensuing year, Mr. R. D. H. Smith read his paper on ‘‘The 
Importance of Contemporary Literature’’ (printed in the last issue 
of the Journal). A keen and well-sustained discussion followed, 
those taking part including Messrs. Sinclair, O’Leary, Sandry, 
Parker, Wright, Bolton, and Engall, Miss Exley, Miss Chambers, 
the Honorary Secretary, and the Chairman. Although most of the 
speakers expressed substantial agreement with Mr. Smith’s views, 
many got their teeth into the particular red herring across the trail, 
on this occasion Mr. D. H. Lawrence. The extreme divergence of 
views upon this writer, and the warmth with which they were 
expressed show, at any rate, that he is no mere nonentity upon 
whom discussion would be wasted! 
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Votes of thanks, proposed by Mr. Vale to the teader of the 
paper, and by Mr. Parker to Alderman Carless and the Library 
Committee, and Mr. Piper and his staff, brought this highly 
successful meeting to a close. 


Classes in Classification and Cataloguing.—If sufficient sup- 
port is forthcoming arrangements can be made for the holding 
of classes in Library Classification and Cataloguing at the London 
County Council, Bow and Bromley, Commercial Institute, Mal- 
mesbury Road, Bow, E.3. These classes will be open to all assis- 
tants whether members of the Association or not. Will those 
assistants who would like to attend these classes, if arranged, 
please communicate with the Hon. Secretary, Public Library, 
Bancroft Road, Mile End, E.1, as soon as possible and at the same 
time state which evening, or evenings, of the week would be most 
convenient and the most suitable hour of the evening? The Bow 
and Bromley Institute is easily accessible from all parts of Lon- 
don and can be reached by train (Underground, L.N.E. Rly. and 
L.M.S.), tram and ’bus. 


ADULT EDUCATION AND THE PUBLIC LIBRARY.' 


By Henry A. Suarp, F.L.A., Deputy Librarian, Croydon Public 
Libraries ; Vice-President, A.A.L. 

When you leave this meeting you will probably say that all 
I have told you in this paper is ancient history. And so it is, 
but you must not blame me for that. And even so, it cannot 
be gainsaid that the subject we are to discuss to-night has never 
demanded the attention of librarians and educationists alike more 
than it is doing just now. If you doubt me, listen to the view 
of the British Institute of Adult Education in this connexion. 

“‘One of the greatest difficulties facing all movements for 
adult education among literate populations is the supply of books. 
Where suitable text-books exist adult class students are often 
in a position to incur the comparatively small expenditure in- 
volved in buying them. Sometimes, even, when the demand is 
sufficient, special editions of text-books at low prices can be 
produced. But the possession of a text-book does not carry a 
student very far. The more intensive his study the greater his 
need of expensive works of reference. Private individuals and 
societies may help to some extent, but, with the steady develop- 
ment of adult education, it is becoming more apparent every day 
that the solution of the problem lies in the hands of the public 
and semi-public libraries. One of the most promising signs of 





1Read before the London and Home Counties Branch of the Library 
Association at Fulham, on 22nd April, 1925. 
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the times is the realisation on the part of libraries of the impor- 
tant part which they can, and ought to, play in the encourage- 
ment of adult education in its various forms.’’ 

As we shall not be concerned here with the mere history of 
Adult Education, but only with the practical aspects of it as they 
affect us as librarians, it is unnecessary to do more than indicate 
that it is not exactly the ultra-modern thing which we generally 
think it to be. In fact, as an organized movement, it dates 
back at least to 1698, when the Society for the Promotion of 
Christian Knowledge was founded. But it is since 1800 that 
this great voluntary educational movement has reached the im- 
portant position it occupies to-day, for during the nineteenth 
century the development and education of what we speak of 
broadly as ‘‘the people’ gave it a great impetus, and some of 
the very greatest figures in British history, literature and art 
were associated with it. Within recent years it will be recalled 
that the Ministry of Reconstruction, during the critical days 
following the European War, established an Adult Education 
Committee which has issued the valuable reports which are so 
familiar to all of us. 

With these few facts before us, we may repeat, without any 
fear of contradiction, that there never was a time when Adult 
Education claimed more attention than it is claiming at the 
present. As an indication of this, some figures have been taken 
from the second number of ‘‘Adult Education and the Library,”’ 
an invaluable informative bulletin issued by the American Com- 
mission on the Library and Adult Education, and one with which 
every librarian ought to be familiar. 

‘‘The number of these adult education agencies in England 
is legion. The student may well afford to investigate the work 
of such organizations as: (a) Sixty-six educational settlements in 
Scotland and England, 14 of which enrolled 100,000 persons in 
1921; (b) The National Adult School Union, organized in 1798, 
with a membership of 50,000 in 1921, a school attendance of 
30,000, attractive study outlines, and annual lesson handbooks; 
(c) The National Home Reading Union, with carefully prepared 
courses and its own magazine; (d) The Working Men’s Club and 
Institute Union, and its support of advanced education for 
workers; (e) The Village Clubs’ Association, with study circles 
and special rural service ; (f) the 300 Women’s Institutes conduct- 
ing educational work in rural districts; (g) The National Alliance 
of Employers and Employed, with an increasing number of 
students pursuing university courses; (h) The Association for 
the Advancement of Industry and Commerce.”’ 

Never, then, was there more talk about Adult Education and 
its importance than there has been since the war, and never has 
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it been so much in evidence. This is true, not only in this 
country but on the continent and in the United States. 

People who aforetime were content to remain in ignorance 
have awakened from their indifference with an insistent demand 
‘‘to know’’ and to be given a better understanding of life with 
its numerous and many-sided problems. 

All this, then is what we have come to speak of as Adult 
Education. And what is Adult Education? It is not easy to 
define in a set phrase, because it is such a many-sided process. 
In some few cases it may mean the teaching of the fundamentals 
of elementary education; in others it may mean some form of 
vocational training, but whatever may be its specific significa- 
tion, it must be based always on what has been defined as ‘‘a 
recognition of the fact that education is a life-long process, and 
that the University graduate as well as the man of little school- 
ing, is in need of further training, inspiration and mental growth; 
that the training secured in school and college is necessarily 
Imited to fundamentals, and that the real development of the 
individual lies in the independent effort of later life.’’ 

Now, with all this in our minds let us get down to a much 
more intimate consideration of the subject. What should be 
the attitude of librarians towards this ever increasing movement, 
and what are the functions of the libraries under their charge? 
How can we inculcate in youths and maidens and in men and 
women an interest in a higher standard of reading? What can 
we do in the way of bringing the independent student into closer 
contact with the right books for his immediate need, and above 
all, what can we do to secure an adequate supply of the right 
books to meet this increasing demand upon our resources. 

It will be within the recollection of this meeting that in 
1923 a joint committee was appointed by the Library Association 
and the British Institute of Adult Education, which in due course 
issued an interim memorandum which was considered at the 
Eastbourne meeting. As we may presume that that memoran- 
dum embodied all the important points, it will not seem strange 
if this paper does little more than elaborate on a few of the 
more important matters referred to in it. 

It goes without saying that the Public Library is the greatest 
means of Adult Education ; the mere setting up of a library build- 
ing, stocked with a representative collection of books is quite 
sufficient in itself to justify the statement, but when those books 
are organized and exploited to their fullest extent, as they natur- 
ally are in any modern library, its truth is merely further 
enhanced. 

The thing really to be determined, it seems to me, is the limit 
to which the Public Library ought to go in connexion with the 














@retha 


127 


promotion of this work, having in mind the many activities of a 
modern library. In other words, where does the function of the 
librarian end, and that of the education authority begin? As a 
rough and ready definition we may repeat that it is the duty of 
every librarian to organise and exploit to the fullest possible 
extent the books which are under his control, and to ensure that 
proper contact is made between reader and book. It must be ad- 
mitted that such a definition is very elastic, which is exactly what 
one would suggest it should be. We want no hard and fast rule 
which says, exactly so far, and not an inch farther shall we go. 

The outstanding feature of all Adult Education is that it is 
based entirely upon individual liberty of choice, certainly of sub- 
ject, and often of method of acquiring the desired knowledge, and 
the library is the one institution which provides the requisite 
atmosphere of freedom so necessary to the mental life of this 
particular type of student. The library, therefore—I mean the 
actual printed books—seems to provide the raw material on which 
the individual student’s mind may work, and at the same time 
it may be possible to go further, and to offer a home to the small 
groups of students mutually interested in particular fields of 
study. In short, the aim should be to make the library the 
headquarters of the local committee on Adult Education, as has 
been done with signal success in several places, the idea being to 
co-ordinate under a single committee and under a single roof, 
the whole of the numerous and varied activities which can be 
justifiably grouped under that very broad head, Adult Education. 

To a meeting of Librarians such as this, it must be a mere 
common-place to say that the foundation of all our work, whether 
as a means of furthering the Adult Education movement, or in 
any other direction, must be a sound, catholic, ever-flowing 
stream of books, adequately selected, catalogued and classified. 
In passing, I should like to suggest that, in my judgment, there 
is nothing more important than these processes, and yet one 
cannot visit a large number of libraries without feeling that we 
fall very short sometimes, even in such fundamentals. Consider 
two types of cataloguing. The one, which is still so often found 
in our libraries, consisting merely of bare authors and titles 
reduced to the utmost possible limit and with no differentiation 
between édition and edition or between the advanced treatise and 
the elementary handbook, while the other type includes full titles 
for all the books catalogued, together with brief, carefully con- 
structed annotations. The first affords practically no assistance 
whatever to the student, whereas the second acts as a wise coun- 
sellor and friend, tells the student candidly what he may expect 
to find, and guides him directly to exactly the particular type of 
material that is of immediate use to him. 

(To be Continued.) 
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ASSOCIATION OF ASSISTANT LIBRARIANS. 
30th ANNUAL REPORT, 1924-25. 


Membership.—Another gratifying increase of membership 
adds to the Association’s strength, and another new record has 
been reached with this year’s total. Table I. shows an analysis 
of the present membership, whilst Table II. discloses an inter- 
esting statement of the growth of membership since 1921. 
Whilst 868 is an excellent total to have reached, it is still dis- 
appointingly small in relation to the much larger number of 
assistants. However, a steady increase is far better than a sud- 
den rise and an equally rapidly falling away. It is a sign 
of vigorous progress and health. Once again the devout hope is 
expressed that the 1,000 mark may be reached in the coming year. 
It would be a fitting celebration of our 30th birthday. 


TABLE I. 
Hon. Fellows. Fellows. Members. Assocts. Total. 
Central Association ... 18 25 294 38 375 


Midland Division 
North-Eastern Division 


1 69 62 132 
— 48 23 71 


North-Western Division 1 128 23 152 

South Coast Division... 1 3 49 7 59 

Yorkshire Division — — 64 15 79 
20 28 652 168 868 
TABLE II. 

Year. Hon. Fellows. Fellows. Members. Assocts. Total. Increase. 
1924-1925 ... 20 28 652 168 868 78 
1923-1924 ... 20 22 564 184 790 126 
1922-1923 ... 21 21 497 125 664 51 
1921-1922 ... 20 19 444 130 613 — 


Finance.—Although the rates of subscription were reduced at 
the last Annual Meeting, the financial statement shows the highest 
figures ever recorded in the history of the Association. 


The total receipts for the year amount to £298 15s. 14d., of 
which members’ subscriptions were responsible for £184 14s. 3d. 
The expenditure for the year reached the high figure of £351 8s. 
3d., the item for printing the ‘‘Library Assistant’’ exceeding for 
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the first time the sum of £200. This is due to the increased size 
and circulation referred to elsewhere in this report. 


The balance of £66 Os. 74d. carried forward is lower than that 
of previous years, but this was anticipated when the subscriptions 
were reduced a year ago. 


Benevolent Fund.—This fund has increased during the year 
by £11 3s. Od., mainly through the continued profits from the 
sales of ‘‘Sequels.’’ This source of income to the fund, since its 
publication three years ago, has added no less than £72, and on 
the conclusion of this successful effort, the Council desire to 
record its deep appreciation of the efforts of Mr. G. F. Vale, to 
whom in a large measure this success is due. 

The fund now stands at £133 15s. 9d., no calls having been 
made upon it during the year. 


Classes for Assistants.—Considerable time and attention have 
been given to this matter by all parts of the Association. As a 
result of representations made by the Council to the Education 
Officer of the London County Council for the provision of classes 
in librarianship in the Evening Continuation Schools, a joint con- 
ference of representatives from the Library Association, the 
London University School of Librarianship, the London County 
Council, and this Association, was held at the County Hall. No 
decisions were reached, but confident hopes were raised by the 
sympathetic attitude of the educational officers of the London 
County Council. It is firmly believed that with next Winter’s 
Session, classes in librarianship, for assistants, will be included 
in the curriculum of the Evening Continuation Schools. The 
question of the Council organizing and undertaking correspond- 
ence and other classes for members preparing for the Library 
Association Examinations is under serious consideration, and 
some definite scheme will be formulated in the near future. Mean- 
while, a class in English Composition was decided upon last April, 
and arrangements made for the conduct of the work by a specialist 
in the subject. The Midland and North-Western Divisions con- 
tinued the excellent work of previous years, with satisfactory 
and gratifying results. In the Midland Division classes were held 
in Literary History and Library Routine, Cataloguing and Organi- 
zation. The sincerest thanks of the Council are expressed to 
Messrs. L. Chubb, F. J. Patrick and H. Woodbine, for the 
generous and valuable efforts given in behalf of this work. The 
North-Western Division has carried out instruction in the various 
sections of the L.A. examinations, and again a like expression of 
thanks of the Council is recorded to those members of the Division 
who have rendered valuable services in connection therewith. 
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Monthly Meetings.—Meetings have been held regularly 
throughout the Session in all parts of the country, and several new 
centres have been visited for the first time in the history of the 
Association. The inaugural meeting was held at the Conference 
Hall of the Library of Messrs. W. H. Smith and Sons, when the 
eminent novelist and play-writer, Mr. John Galsworthy, addressed 
a record gathering of over 200 members and friends. In 
November, the newly-opened library of the St. Marylebone 
Borough Council in the Town Hall was visited, noteworthy 
for the fact that St. Marylebone was the last of the London 
Boroughs to adopt and inaugurate a public library service. Other 
meetings were held at Rotherhithe (Bermondsey) ; Brixton (Lam- 
beth); Barking; Richmond; Brighton (in connection with the 
South Coast Division), and Walthamstow. The meetings at Tot- 
tenham, Barking and Richmond, as well as St. Marylebone, were 
the first ever held there by this Association. Prior to the ordinary 
meetings the Junior meetings have been held with unfailing regu- 
larity and success. Throughout the session the meetings have 
been well attended ; the papers and addresses have been of excep- 
tional interest and value, and the discussions profitable, stimu- 
lating and enthusiastic. It is a hopeful and gratifying sign to 
see more and more members, especially the younger ones, entering 
into the discussions with eagerness and ability. To all the many 
kind friends and members who have helped towards the success 
and enjoyment of the session’s programme the Council wishes 
to express its very best thanks for all the services rendered, and 
its sense of deepest appreciation. Mr. T. W. Muskett, the Hon. 
Education Secretary, was chiefly responsible for the arrangement 
of the excellent programme, and upon him fell most of the trying 
and delicate duties in carrying it out. Although it was his 
first experience of the duties of the office (which he had to relin- 
quish in April to take up a new appointment at Huddersfield), he 
discharged all the duties with great credit to himself and the 
full satisfaction of the members. The Council takes this 
opportunity of expressing to Mr. T. W. Muskett the Associa- 
tion’s thanks for the services he so zealously and capably ren- 
dered it during his short term of office. 


Divisions.—Steady and useful work has been carried out by 
all the Divisions during the past year, and a healthy increase of 
membership continued. The Midland Division held meetings at 
Birmingham, Coventry and Wolverhampton; the North-Eastern 
at West Hartlepool, Darlington, and Newcastle; the North- 
Western at Manchester, Liverpool and Preston; the South Coast 
at Portchester, Portsmouth, Worthing, Hove, Eastbourne, 
Southampton and Winchester; and the Yorkshire at Saltaire, 
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Bradford, and Huddersfield. The meetings were all uniformly 
well attended, and the mileage covered and the expense involved 
in attending them testify to the energy and enthusiasm of the 
members. Many towns were visited for the first time, with the 
resultant pleasure and profit to all concerned. 


The South Coast Division experienced its first year of double 
organization, and the result of the formation of two Branches 
encourages the Council to hope that increased usefulness and 
enlarged membership will eventually be the result. At the inau- 
gural meeting of the Western Branch of the Division, held at 
Portsmouth, in November, the Honorary Secretary of the Asso- 
ciation attended on behalf of the Council and addressed the 
gathering. The Council is very happy to report that arrange- 
ments have been approved for the formation of a new Division 
amongst our eastern counties brethren, which will be designated 
the Eastern Counties Division. 


Officers and Council.—The practice was adopted this year of 
holding the meeting of the Council on the same day as the 
ordinary monthly meeting of the Association. Although this 
limited the time available for the Council meetings, the experiment 
proved fairly successful and enabled members to attend with less 
inconvenience and at a saving of time and expense. Thanks tothis 
arrangement, the Council had the great pleasure of the presence 
on several occasions of the President, who this year retires after 
two happy years of the highest offices of the Association. In spite 
of the great distance which separates Newcastle from London, the 
President has made the journey on three different occasions during 
the year in order to attend the meetings of the Association and 
preside over the meetings of the Council. This alone is testimony 
enough of his deep and real concern for the Association, and 
healthy enthusiasm for its work. During his term .of office, 
both as Vice-president and as President, he has more than main- 
tained the dignity, value and usefulness of the Association. In 
his own Division, the North-Eastern, an extended sphere of 
activity and a keener spirit of interest have rewarded his many 
quiet but persevering and untiring services. Mr. Briggs, by his 
forceful personality, his lofty and practical ideals, and his charm 
of manner, has won for himself the respect and affectionate esteem 
of all who have been privileged to share his company, and he has 
spared himself nothing in time, expense or trouble to place the 
welfare of the Association and its members first in his thoughts 
and actions. At the April meeting the resignation of Mr. T. W. 
Muskett was received with much regret, especially as his short 
period of service in the office of Honorary Education Secretary 
had revealed to the members of the Council an ability, an energy 
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and a charm which promised great things in the future. Mr. R. 
Wright was unanimously elected to continue, to the end of the 
year, in his stead in the office of Hon. Education Secretary. Miss 
Riches was co-opted to the Education Committee to give that body 
her welcome assistance in connection with the arrangement and 
organization of the meetings of the Junior Section. She proved 
herself of great use and value, and earned thereby the best thanks 
of the Council. Miss G. Rees was re-elected the Council’s repre- 
sentative on the Council of the London Society of Women’s 
Service, and continued in that capacity to watch the interests and 
to promote the welfare of the woman assistant. Mr. H. A. Sharp 
continued as the representative of the Council on the Education 
Committee of the Library Association, and secured to the Associa- 
tion another year of splendid service. Mr. W. H. Parker, and the 
Honorary Secretary, served on the Joint Consultative Committee 
of N.A.L.G.O., on behalf of the Council. Once again the 
Council gladly takes this opportunity of expressing to Miss 
Prince the deepest appreciation of, and very best thanks for, the 
continued privilege, always so readily and graciously granted, of 
holding its meetings, whenever desired, at her library. 


In March Mr. Horace Goulden, the representative of the York- 
shire Division, resigned his seat on the Council following upon his 
appointment to the Chief Librarianship of Huddersfield. By this 
resignation Mr. Goulden severed a long term of official connection 
with the Association, during which he had always laboured enthu- 
siastically for the benefit of the profession in general and of the 
Association in particular. 


Besides the several visits of the President, the Council has 
also had the pleasure and value of the company of two provincial 
members at one or more meetings during the past session. Mr. 
Geoffrey R. Axon, of Manchester, attended the September meet- 
ing, and Mr, F. A. Richards, of Portsmouth, came up for the 
September and April meetings. 


‘The Library Assistant.’’—The Official journal of the Asso- 
ciation has appeared regularly throughout the year. It has been 
found possible to enlarge the journal, and necessary to increase 
the edition to 1,200. The additional pages have made it possible 
to print two and sometimes three papers in each issue, which 
means that at least one and sometimes two papers read before 
Divisions are circulated to all our members. 

The thanks of the Council are due to all those who have 
ungrudgingly given time and thought to the production and dis- 
tribution of The Library Assistant; to the Honorary Editor (Mr. 
H. Cross); to Mr. F. T. Bussey and members of the Hackney 
Libraries staff; to Miss Johnson (of Fulham), who has the files 
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under her charge, and to her chief, Mr. J. E. Walker, by whose 
kindness they are stored at Fulham. 


The Association’s Library.—Several valuable and useful addi- 
tions have been made to the library during the past year, and every 
attempt has been made to keep the value and use of the collection 
up to the maximum. The work in connection with the control of 
this collection increases yearly, but thanks to the capable 
and enthusiastic ladies who have acted as Honorary 
Librarians to the Association a high standard has always been 
maintained. In January, Mrs. Hazard had to relinquish the 
office owing to her appointment to the staff of the Croydon 
Libraries. Miss E. Lucas, of Islington, most kindly volunteered 
to carry on the work, and as she had assisted Mrs. Hazard 
for many years her offer was of exceptional value and gratefully 
accepted. At the March meeting of the Association a small mark 
of esteem and appreciation was offered to Mrs. Hazard in the 
form of an attaché case and inscribed fountain pen. To our 
Honorary Librarians the Council extends its thanks for all the 
excellent and valuable work so ungrudgingly and unostentatiously 
done on behalf of the Association. Its thanks, too, are once 
again offered to Mr. W. J. Harris (Chief Librarian of Islington), 
for his kindly co-operation in continuing to provide an excellent 
home for our library. 


Social Events.—In accordance with former practice several 
social events were held by the various Divisions with unqualified 
success. The Midland Division has continued the monthly 
rambles which were begun nearly four years ago, and has held 
two dances during the winter; the Yorkshire Division conducted 
its annual Ramble on July 9th; the North-East Division had its 
Summer Outing, a Whist Drive and Dance in Newcastle 
in December, and a similar enjoyable function at Sunderland 
in January; whilst the North-West Division held its Whist 
Drive in Liverpool. The Council this year abandoned 
the Whist Drive in London as a social function and _intro- 
duced a Dance, which was held at the Cripplegate Insti- 
tute in February. It proved a successful venture, and encourages 
the Council to arrange for more in the coming year. An attempt 
to form a Sports Section of the Association met with no response, 
and the project dropped. 


County Libraries.—The policy and progress of this movement 
have been matters of continuous consideration for the whole year. 
At the second Rural Libraries Conference, held in London, and 
convened by the Carnegie United Kingdom Trust, five members 
of the Council attended as representatives of the Association. The 
appointment of untrained and inexperienced persons to County 
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Librarianships and the offer of inadequate salaries in one or two 
cases have produced letters of protest from the Hon. Secretary, 
on behalf of the Association, which in more than one instance 
have had an encouraging result. Protests have been sent to the 
following County Authorities: Northamptonshire, Hampshire, 
Norfolk, and Surrey, and letters have been published in the local 
press. 


Library Association.—The election for the Library Associa- 
tion Council resulted once again in the success of most of those 
candidates for whose support the A.A.L. Council solicited the 
members. But it must be admitted that the failure of 
several of our nominees was the cause of much disappoint- 
ment and regret. The Hon. Secretary (Mr. G. P. Jones, 
B.A.) was elected to the Membership, Education, Finance 
and Publicity Committees, and re-elected, for the second year in 
succession, Chairman of the first-named committee. Mr. H. A. 
Sharp, our Vice-president, was unanimously re-elected by your 
Council as its representative on the Library Association Educa- 
tion Committee, and continued the excellent work of his previous 
term of representation on behalf of the educational interests of the 
assistant. Several matters of importance have been referred to 
the Library Association for consideration and action. The Cardiff 
staff forwarded a resolution on the matter of the appointment, by 
County authorities, of untrained persons to County Librarian- 
ships. This resolution was forwarded to the Library Association 
with the full support and sympathy of the Council. A strong but 
unavailing attempt was made to induce the Library Association 
to postpone the date of the final Preliminary Examinations. The 
North-East Division, through the Council, asked that the names 
of successful candidates in the Library Association examinations 
should be forwarded to the local supervisors for publication in the 
local press. Finally the Library Association has been asked to 
forward a letter to the Minister of Education directing his atten- 
tion to the persistent appointment, by Local Education Authori- 
ties, of untrained, inexperienced and sometimes unqualified 
persons to the newly-created office of County Librarian, and ask- 
ing if he can see his way to take action in the matter. 


Government Committee on Public Libraries.—The Chairman 
of this Committee extended, through his Secretary, an invitation 
to the Council to give evidence before the Committee, orally or in 
writing. The Council decided that the views of the Association 
could best be expressed orally, and accordingly a small committee 
drew up a preliminary memorandum, which after the confirmation 
of the Council was submitted as evidence to the Committee. The 
Council has chosen as its representatives to appear before the 
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Committee on 23rd June, Miss G. Rees, Messrs. I. Briggs, R- W. 
Parsons, F. E. Sandry, H. A. Sharp and the Honorary Secretary. 


General.—At the last Annual General Meeting the revised 
rules and regulations of the Association, which had been drafted 
and ‘circulated beforehand, were considered and endorsed. These 
rules and regulations represented a revision of the former rules 
drawn up 12 years ago, and were amended and brought up to date 
to meet the altered and modern conditions of the Association. Last 
October a circular was sent to the Town Clerk and Chief Librarian 
of every library authority in England, Scotland and Wales, draw- 
ing attention to ihe value of the ‘‘ Assistant ’’ as a medium for 
advertising ‘‘ Positions Vacant ”’ on the library staff. The detailed 
and tedious work involved in this task was voluntarily undertaken 
by Mr. F. T. Bussey, to whom the Council offers its very best 
thanks. A return was compiled at the request, and for the benefit, 
of our members, of all the information available on the subject of 
additional remuneration paid by authorities for the possession of 
the certificates of the Library Association. This return has been 
classified and duplicated and copies can now be obtained from the 
Honorary Secretary. The A.A.L. series, which has been of great 
value and use to assistants in the past, and several numbers of 
which had gone out of print, is being revised and brought up to 
date. During the year a new edition of Mr. W. C. Berwick 


Sayers’ ‘‘Grammar of Classification ’’ was prepared and pub- 
lished. 


The Future.—Library matters are at a very interesting stage. 
It is a time of transition, and if things appear involved and the 
outlook obscure, we feel that it is only necessary to keep ever in 
the foreground the Association spirit and its ideals to get confi- 
dence for the future of our work. This means that we must not 
take the short view, the more personal, but the long view, the 
professional. That this point of view is prevailing has been 
noticeable lately, and is the outcome of our Association’s work. 
The same good result will accrue to the individual assistant by 
thinking professionally instead of personally or locally, and pro- 
gress must be accelerated by the impetus of the heavier force. The 
influence of our Association grows stronger and wider every year, 
and through that influence the assistant librarian is more likely to 
get what profit and credit he deserves than through the influence of 
any other efforts he may make. Thus the future is largely in his or 
her own hands. When this is more fully recognised our member- 
ship will be greatly increased, and those outside its ranks suspect. 

Signed on behalf of the Council, 


I. Briccs, President. 
6th May, 1925. GuRNER P. Jones, Hon. Secretary. 
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RECORD OF MEETINGS, OCT, 1924—April, 1925. 


October 8th.—Inaugural Meeting at Messrs. W. H. Smith and 
Son’s Central Warehouse and Printing Works. 
3.0 p.m. ... Tour of the departments and printing works. 
6.30 p.m.... Address, ‘‘ On Expression.’’ 
Speaker: Mr. John Galsworthy. 
Chairman: The President, Mr. I. Briggs. 
November 19th.—At St. Marylebone Public Library. 
7.0 p.m. ... Refreshments, by kind invitation of the Chairman 
of the Libraries Committee, Alderman Sir Henry 
F. New. 
7.30 p.m.... Address, ‘‘ The Public Library as a Civic Force."’ 
Speaker: Mr. Duncan Gray, F.L.A., Borough 
Librarian. 
Chairman: Alderman E. Sanger, L.C.C. 
December 10th.—At Rotherhithe Public Library, Bermondsey. 
7.0 p.m. ... Refreshments, by kind invitation of Mr. J. D. 
Stewart, F.L.A., Borough Librarian. 
7.30 p.m.... Address, ‘‘ A Knowledge of Books.’’ 
Speaker: Mr. G. F. Vale, F.L.A., Bethnal Green 
Public Library. 
Chairman: Mr. J. D. Stewart, F.L.A. 
January 14th.—In the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Tottenham. 
6.30 p.m.... Visit to Tottenham Central Library. 
7.0 p.m. ... Refreshments, by kind invitation of the Tottenham 
Urban District Council. 
7.30 p.m.... Address, ‘‘ In Defence of the Novel.’’ 
Speaker: Mr. F. P. Sinclair, St. Pancras Public 
Library. 
Chairman: Mr. L. A. Duberry, J.P., introduced 
by the Rev. T. W. O. Hicks, Chairman of the 
Libraries Committee. 
February 11th.—At the Officers’ Guild Room, Town Hall, Lambeth. 
6.30 p.m.... Visit to the Tate Public Library, Brixton. 
7.0 p.m. .... Papers :— 
‘** Recognition—Certificates, Age, Merit,’’ by 
Mr. H. A. Sharp, F.L.A., Croydon Public 
Library. 
‘‘Music and Gramophones in Public Libraries,’’ 
by Mr. F. S. Smith, Bethnal Green Public 
Library. 
‘* The Publicity Agent,’’ by Miss E. M. Exley, 
St. Marylebone Public Library, read by Miss 
R. Bowley. 
Chairman: Mr. A. B. Robinson, F.L.A. 
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March 11th.—At Barking Public Library. 


6.30 p.m.... Refreshments, by kind invitation. 
7.0 p.m. ... Address, ‘‘ Co-operation.”’ 
Speaker: Captain R. Wright, M.C., F.L.A., Lib- 
rarian, Middlesex County Libraries 
Chairman: Mr, A. L. Binns, M.A., B.Sc., Director 
of Education, and Secretary to the Barking Public 
Library Committee. 


April 29th.—At Richmond Public Library. 


3.0 p.m. .... Ramble through Old Richmond. 

4.45 p.m.... Tea at the ‘‘ Maids of Honour ’’ Restaurant, by 
kind invitation of Alderman T. J. Carless, Chair- 
man of the Library Committee. 

Library open for inspection. 

Address, ‘‘ The Importance of Contemporary 
Literature.”’ 

Speaker: Mr. R. D. H. Smith, Richmond Public 
Library. 

Chairman: Mr. A. Cecil Piper, F.L.A. 

Attendance :— 


At the Inaugural Meeting—Afternoon, 180. Evening, 204. 
At the other Meetings (average)—Evening, 60. 


Junior Section :— 


6.0 
7.0 


p-m. 
p.m 


A half-hour meeting was held previous to each general meeting 
except the inaugural one. 


Nortu-East Division. 
November 12th.—At Darlington Public Library. 


3.30 p.m.... Visit to Dresser’s Printing Works. 
5.30 p.m.... Tea at the Library, by kind invitation of Councillor 
J. E. Freeman, M.A., Chairman of the Library 
Committee. 
7.0 p.m. .... Talk and Demonstration on ‘‘ Lettering for Public 
Library Purposes.’’ 
Speaker: Miss G. Tattersall, Sub-Librarian, Dar- 
lington. 
Essays on ‘‘ The Tale of Terror and the Super- 
natural in Fiction,’’ and ‘‘ Charles Lamb and his 
Circle.’’ 
Speakers: Mr. A. Rennie, Gateshead Public Lib- 
rary ; and Miss A. Hall, Newcastle Public Library. 
Chairman: Mr. W. E. Hurford, Chairman of the 
Division. 
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March 4th.—At Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 


3.0 p.m. ... Visit to Hancock Museum. 

5.0 p.m. ... Tea, by kind invitation of Councillor G. G. Elliott 
and Councillor J. Grantham (Sheriff), Chairman 
and Vice-Chairman of the Libraries Committee. 

7.0 p.m. .... In the Carnegie Library, Benwell. 

Annual Address by the Chairman of the Division. 
Speaker: Mr. W. E. Hurford, Newcastle Public 
Libraries. 

Business Meeting. 





Soutu Coast Divis1on—EASTERN SECTION. 


June 25th.—Annual Meeting at Portchester. 


2.30 p.m.... Visit to Portchester Castle and the old Norman 
Church of St. Mary’s. 


5.0 p.m. .... Tea, by kind invitation of Mr. and Mrs. Hutt and 
the Portsmouth Staff. 
6.0 p.m. ... General Business Meeting. 


Chairman: Miss Ethel Gerard, Worthing. 


September 24th.—At Public Library, Worthing. 


3.0 p.m. .... Address, ‘‘ Rural Libraries.’’ 
Speaker: Captain R. Wright, M.C., F.L.A., 
Librarian, Middlesex County Libraries. 
Chairman: Alderman Mrs. Chapman, J.P., Chair- 
man of the Public Library and Museum Com- 
mittee. 
4.45 p.m..... Tea, by kind invitation of Miss Frost and the 
Worthing Staff. 
6.0 p.m. ...Address, ‘‘ Rural Libraries from a Professional Point 
of View.” 
Speaker : Captain R. Wright, M.C., F.L.A. 
Chairman: Miss Marian Frost, F.L.A., Chief Lib- 
rarian, Worthing. 


January, 21st, 1925.—At Public Library, Hove. 
5.0 p.m. .... Tea, by kind invitation of Mr. Lister and the Hove 
Staff. 
6.30 p.m.... Address, ‘‘ The Importance and Value of Child- 
ren’s Libraries.’’ 
Speaker: Miss F. L. Talmey, Hove Public Library. 
Chairman: Mr. A. Webb, F.L.A., Brighton. 
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Soutu Coast Divis1ON—WESTERN SECTION. 


November 5th.—At Portsmouth Public Library. 


3.30 p.m.... Address, ‘* The Junior Assistant.’’ 
Speaker: Mr. J. -V. Summerfield, Portsmouth 
Public Library. 
5.0 p.m. .... Refreshments, by invitation of the Portsmouth Staff. 
6.30 p.m..... Mr. G. P. Jones, B.A., Hon. Secretary of the Asso- 
ciation, on ‘‘ The Activities of the A.A.L.”’ 
February 19th.—At Tudor House Museum, Southampton. 


Tea, by invitation of Southampton Staff. 
6.30 p.m..... Paper by Mr. F. Mourant, on ‘*‘ Why Novels are 
Read.”’ 
Visitors welcomed by the Mayor of Southampton 
and Mr. Alderman Dunsford. 


Mipianp Division. 


September 24th, 1924.—Annual Meeting in Birmingham. 


5.30 p.m.... Tea at the Council House Canteen. 

6.30 p.m.... Annual Business Meeting at the Birmingham Refer- 
ence Library, by kind permission of Mr. Walter 
Powell, Chief Librarian. The Chairman (Mr. L. 
Chubb) presided. 


November 27th, 1924.—Meeting in Birmingham. 


5.30 p.m.... Tea at the Council House Canteen. 

6.30 p.m.... Meeting at the Reference Library, which took the 
form of a Debate on the motion—‘ That the 
entire provision of literature for juveniles of school 
age should be undertaken by Education Authori- 
ties.’’ The motion was defeated. 

January 21st, 1925.—Meeting at Coventry. 


During the afternoon a visit was paid to the Peel 

Conner Telephone Works. 

5.0 p.m. ... Tea at the Broadgate Café. 

6.0 p.m Meeting at Central Library, when Mr. Chubb deli- 
vered his Chairman’s Address on ‘* Some 
Thoughts on Educational Matters.”’ 

February 26th, 1925.—Meeting at Birmingham Reference Library, 
which took the form of a Magazine Evening. Mr. 
Chubb acted as Editor, and about twelve mem- 
bers contributed articles of a literary, humorous, 
and poetical character. 
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March 25th, 1925.—Meeting at Wolverhampton. 

During the afternoon visits were paid to the motor- 
cycle and wireless factories of Messrs. A. J. 
Stevens and Co. (1914), Ltd. 

5.0 p.m. ... Tea at Reynold’s Café, by kind invitation of Mr. 
Councillor F. R. W. Hayward, Chairman of the 
Wolverhampton Public Libraries Committee. 

6.0 p.m. ... Meeting in the Children’s Library: Exhibition of 
books printed in Wolverhampton by Messrs. 
Whitehead Bros. 

m.... Concert by the Broadmore Guild Orchestra. 

m Performance of Shakespeare’s ‘‘ Twelfth Night,’’ 
by the Queen Street Dramatic Society. 


6.30 p. 
7.30 p. 





YORKSHIRE DIVISION. 
February 11th, 1925.—Annual Meeting at the Technical College, 
Bradford. 
Discussion by the retiring Chairman, Mr. H. 
Goulden, entitled, ‘‘ Our Division ’’—what is the 
matter with it? ’’ Followed by Social Evening. 
March 25th, 1926.—Inaugural Meeting at Huddersfield. 


3.30 p.m.... Visit to Tolson Memorial Museum, and interesting 
and instructive Talk by Dr. T. W. Woodhead, 
M.Sc., F.L.S. 


6.45 p.m.... Meeting in the Council Chamber, the Town Hall, 
with welcome by the Mayor, Alderman Law 
Taylor, followed by Mr. G. W. Strother’s Chair- 
man’s Address. 

May 7th, 1925.—Meeting at Sheffield. 


3.0 p.m. ... Visits to Walkley Junior Library, and Upperthorpe 
Branch Library. 
6.0 p.m. .... Meeting in Conference Room, Town Hall. 


Address by Mr. Charles Cowen, The Cathedral 
Schools, Sheffield, entitled ‘‘ Education and 
Public Libraries from a Teacher’s point of view."’ 





OFFICERS AND COUNCIL: REGISTER OF ATTENDANCES. 


Butien, R. F. ma Summoned to 20 Attended 16 Meetings. 
Bussey, F. T.... oe x 20 ‘ 18 i 
Coopsr, R. ... isis i 22 os 20 
Cross, H. ... oon a 22 = 17 
Exiey, Miss E. M. ... - 20 - 14 
FAIRWEATHER, Miss L. s 20 a 12 
Jones, G. P. wes ae 22 - 21 
Muskett, T. W. _... a 16 a 16 
Parker, W. H. wae - 21 os 17 © 
Rees, Miss G. he ea 21 5 15 = 
Sanpry, F. E. s - 22 ae 18 re 
SuHarp, H. ... om a 22 ma 18 
Varz, G. F. ... oe ee 20 o 16 
Wricnt, R. ... 21 19 


ooo ” ” ” 
No record kept of attendances of members over 20 miles from London. 
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OF ASSISTANT LIBRARIANS. 


LIST OF MEMBERS. 





Honorary Fellows. 


W. J. Bennett, Tottenham. 
W. Geo. Chambers. 

S. J. Clarke, Penge. 

J. F. Hogg, Battersea. 

F. W. T. Lange. 


Sir J. Y. W. MacAlister, F.S.A., Royal Society of Medicine. 
Eugéne Morel, Bibliothéque National, Paris. 


Henry Ogle, Ipswich. 


Paul Otlet, Institut International de Bibliographie, Brussels. 


R. A. Peddie. 


H. R. Purnell, Public Library of South Australia, Adelaide. 


E. G. Rees. 
F. M. Roberts, Stepney. 


H. D. Roberts, M.B.E., Brighton. 
Geo. E. Roebuck, Walthamstow. 
W. C. Berwick Sayers, Croydon. 
Hugh Smith, Bishopsgate Institute. 


H. Tapley Soper, 


.R.Hist.S., 


Exeter. 


Archibald Sparke, F.R.S.L., Bolton. 


W. B. Thorne, Poplar. 


Fellows, Members and Associates. 


Adey, F. C., Chelsea. 

Alexander, Miss E.M., Norwich. 

Allen, Miss N. G., Newark. 

Anderson, A. G., Battersea. 

Anderson, Miss E. G., Bethnal Green. 

Andrews, Miss E. D., Wood Green. 

Austing, A. T., Wood Green. 

Bailey, J., Watford. 

Bailey, V., University College. 

Bailey, Miss W. L., Lowestoft. 

Baker, A. E., Taunton. 

Baker, Miss W. I., Battersea. 

Barnes, C., Lewisham. 

Barwood, Miss A., Battersea. 

Batteson, G. W., Southwark. 

Baxter, Miss M., Fulham. 

Beagley, S. G., Islington. 

Beall, Miss D. M., Wood Green. 

Beattie, Miss, Kingston. 

Bennett, G., Hampstead. 

Bennett, P. W., Croydon. 

Biddle, Miss C., Woolwich. 

Biffen, N W., Stepney. 

Bishop, W. J., Royal College of Phy- 
sicians. 

Blackall, R. A., University College. 

Blackman, H., Bethnal Green. 





Blackmore, C., Stoke Newington. 

Blackwell, P. E., Glasgow. 

Blakey, A. A., Bermondsey. 

Bogdin, F., Stepney. 

Bolton, G. R., Watford. 

Bonner, F. H., Croydon. 

Bonner, Miss M. V., Chiswick. 

Bowker, Miss W., Woolwich. 

Bowley, Miss R., St. Marylebone. 

Boxall, C. G., Kensington. 

Bradley, C. A., Glasgow. 

Bridge, W. R., Battersea. 

Briscoe, W. A., Nottingham. 

Bristow, J., East Ham. 

Broughton, Miss E., Chiswick. 

Brown, Miss L. M., Hackney. 

Brown, Miss M. G., Ipswich. 

Brown, T. R., Glasgow. 

Browning, Miss R. H., Stoke New- 
ington. 

Bullen, R. F., Poplar. 

Bullock, L., Gainsborough. 

Bunce, F. M., Reading. 

Burden, Miss L. M., Bethnal Green. 

Burgess, S. W., West Ham. 

Bussey, F. T., Hackney. 

Butcher, L. G., Canterbury. 
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Callander, T. V., Ipswich. 

Campbell, Miss C. M., Govan. 

Camplin, Miss E., Hackney. 

Carr, Miss L. M., Croydon. 

Carter, W. A., Cripplegate Institu- 
tion. 

Caselton, O. G., Kensington. 

Chadwick, Miss A. B., Leyton. 

Clare, P., Bermondsey. 

Clinch, C. H., Ealing. 

Cockcroft, Miss F. B., Watford. 

Cohen, Miss M., West Ham. 

Coltman, W. L., Battersea. 

Cooper, E. J., Wandsworth. 

Cooper, R., Battersea. 

Cowles, Miss A. E., Ipswich. 

Cowley, J. D., Lancashire County. 

Craft, A. G., Willesden. 

Crawford, N., Dundee. 

Crook, B., Leyton. 

Cross, H., Croydon. 

Cummins, A. E., Chemical Society. 


Dallimore, F., Darlington. 

Daniels, Miss M. E., Ipswich. 

Davison, C. E., Bermondsey. 

Dawe, A. S., Richmond. 

Dawson, Miss E., Central Library for 
Students. 

Day, Miss E. H., Fulham. 

Day, Miss M. E., Islington. 

Diamond, Miss E., Ilford. 

Dibben, Miss L. B., Library of Minis- 
try of Labour. 

Dinsdale, Miss E. L., 

Dodd, E. C., Hornsey. 

Doig, A., Dundee. 

Dowse, Miss L., Hackney. 

Durham, G. W., West Ham. 


Eburne, H., Sion College. 

Edwards, Miss E. M., Norwich. 

Elliott, H., Dorset County. 

Enderby, W., Grimsby. 

Engall, F. S., Fulham. 

Errington, Miss W., Fulham. 

Everard, A. W., Hammersmith. 

Exley, Miss E. M., St. Marylebone. 

Fairman, Miss R., Margate. 

Fairweather, Miss L., Kingston. 

Fergusson, Miss S. F., Worcester 
Rural Library. 

Fife, C. R., Southwark. 

Fisher, A., Dundee. 

Flegg, Miss G. M., Ipswich. 

Fletcher, E. G., Stepney. 


Islington. 





Foskett, C. G., Stoke Newington. 


Fowden, Miss G., Woolwich. 

Fowler, Miss S., Southend. 

Fuller, Miss E. A., Ipswich. 

Fyffe, Miss J., Deptford. 

Garner, E. W., Southwark. 

Gaskin, G. F., Walthamstow. 

Gayford, Miss K. M., Norwich. 

Getty, J., Belfast. 

Gilbert, Miss M., Chiswick. 

Gilliam, J. W., Croydon. 

Gladwell, F. T., Battersea. 

Golding, W. T., Yarmouth. 

Goringe, Miss R., Richmond. 

Gourley, R. J., Belfast. 

Goymour, Miss E., Ipswich. 

Graham-Earl, Miss P., Richmond. 

Grant, Miss I. B., Southend. 

Gray. H_ G., Stepnev. 

Groom, W. F., Croydon. 

Gummer, Miss M., 

Gusterson, W. C., Willesden. 

Hahn, W. J. A., Camberwell. 

Haines, Miss H. B., Wood Green. 

Haley, Miss I. D., Croydon. 

Hall, Miss M., Hackney. 

Hall, Miss W., Hackney. 

Hamilton, Miss E., Richmond. 
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Cheshire, Miss E., Leeds. 
Clayton, Miss A., Leeds. 
Coe, F., Halifax. 

Cooper, Miss E., Leeds. 
Dawes, Miss M., Bradford. 
Dawson, Miss A., Bradford. 
Dennison, Miss L. A., Leeds. 





Doherty, R., York. 
Dyson, Miss E., Bradford. 


Fielding, Miss D. M., Bradford. 


Finney, A., York. 

Firth, A., Brighouse. 

Gee, H., Huddersfield 

Goulden, H., Huddersfield. 
Green, Miss M., Leeds. 
Greenwood, Miss A. M., Leeds. 
Greenwood, G. S., Bradford. 
Haigh, F., Halifax. 

Haigh, Miss I. M., Bradford. 
Hanson, Miss E. L., York. 
Heap, Miss M., Keighley. 
Heap, Miss R., Huddersfield. 
Hewland, W., Hull. 

Hirst, Miss J., Huddersfield. 
Hummerston, Miss M., Leeds. 
Ince, Miss A., Shipley. 
Jackson, G. P., Bradford. 
Jacob, Miss M., Leeds. 
Johnson, Miss K., Bradford. 
Lister, Miss, Huddersfield. 
Maltby, H. J. M., Bradford. 
Marr, H. W., Sheffield. 
Marshall, Miss P. M., Bradford. 
Mather, Miss D. K., Ilkley. 
Miller, Miss E., Huddersfield. 
Millward, Miss E., Rotherham. 
Milner, Miss I., Bradford. 
Moore, H. W., Bradford. 
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Muskett, T. W., Huddersfield. 
Nesbitt, Miss M., Bradford. 
Oates, Miss E., York. 
Orford, Miss E. 1., Bradford. 
Parsons, R. W., Bradford. 
Pitts, Miss D., Bradford. 
Proctor, W., Leeds. 
Rasmuss, J. R., Bradford. 
Rhodes, Miss A., Leeds. 
Riley, A., Bradford. 
Robertshaw, E., Bradford. 
Robertshaw, W., Bradford. 
Sagar, Miss A., Keighley. 
Sawyers, Miss M., Bradford. 
Scarth, Miss E., Morley. 
Scott, Miss A., Leeds. 
Seaton, Miss E., Harrogate. 
Shute, Miss I., Leeds Institute. 
Smith, Miss, Leeds. 
Standhaven, E., Windhill. 
Strother, G. W., Leeds. 
Taylor, A., Sheffield. 
Towler, Miss A., Bradford. 
Treliving, N., Leeds. 
Turnbull, Miss M., Leeds. 
Walker, Miss E., Leeds. 
Walker, Miss M. V., Huddersfield. 
Wallis, Miss A., Leeds. 
Whitmell, Miss F. M., Keighley. 
Wiley, Miss E. M., Bradford. 
Wragg, Miss E. E., Sheffield. 





THE DIVISIONS. 


Eastern Countizs Division. 


The preliminary meeting of this Division was held on Thursday, April 23rd 
at the Norwich Public Library. Representatives from the Norwich, Ipswich, 
Great Yarmouth and Lowestoft Libraries were present.—Mr. G. A. Stephen, 
City Librarian, Norwich, was unanimously elected to the Chair. After a very 
keen and enthusiastic discussion it was agreed that a Division be formed, to 
be known as the Eastern Counties Division, and that the requisition be for- 
warded at once to the Hon. Secretary of the Association for the Council’s 
sanction, in accordance with the Rules of the Association. The following 
officers were elected : 


Hon. President : Mr. Geo. A. Stephen. 

Hon. Vice-President: Mr. L. R. McColvin, Chief Librarian, Ipswich. 
Chairman: Mr. A. R. Pike (Yarmouth). 

Hon. Secretary: Mr. G. Hayward (Norwich). 

Hon. Treasurer: Miss E. Goymour (Ipswich). 


It was decided that the Inaugural Meeting should be held at the Ipswich 
Library, on Thursday, May 21st, at 3.30 p.m., and the President-Elect of the 
Association (Mr. H. A. Sharp) and the Hon. Secretary (Mr. G. P. Jones) be 
asked to attend from Headquarters to address the meeting. At the conclusion 
of the meeting the members present were invited to tea by Mr. G. A. Stephen. 
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Nort East Division. 


The next meeting will be held at the County Library, Shire Hall, Durham, 
on June 17th, by kind invitation of B. J. Barton Eckett, Esq., County 
Librarian. 


NEW MEMBERS. 


Eastern Counties Division: Members: W. T. Golding, S. W. Lamb, R. G. 
Watlow (Yarmouth). 


North-West Division: Member; G. H. Hill (Buxton). Associate:, Miss 
M. Gandy (Runcorn). 


APPOINTMENT. 


*S. White, Middlesex County Libraries, to be Assistant-in-Charge, South 
Branch, Wallasey. 
* Member A.A.L. 


BOOKS OF THE MONTH. 


Cole (G. D. H.) Life of Robert Owen. (Benn) 15/-. 


“Mr. Cole’s latest book will not disappoint the high expectations 
inspired by the success of his ‘‘ Life of Cobbett.’-—Times Lit. Sup. 


Fitzmaurice-Kelly (J.) Spanish Bibliography. 
Oxford University Press) 12/6. 
A bibliography of the most important books in Spanish literature, com- 
piled for the English Hispanic Society. 


Lawrence (D. H.) St. Mawr, and The Princess. (Secker) 7/6. 


Mirsky (Prince D. S.) Modern Russian Literature. 
(Oxford University Press) 2/6. 


** An admirable summary of Russian literary history. . . clear, accurate 
and extremely serviceable.’’ 


Pierre (Janet) Psychological Healing. Trans. by E. & C. Paul. 
2 vols. (Allen) 42/-. 


‘* A monumental work, covering the whole domain of mental therapy.” 
Times Lit. Sup. 


Priestley (J. B.) The English Comic Characters. (Lane) 7/6. 


Bully Bottom, Falstaff, Parson Adams, Dick Swiveller, Mr. Micawber, 
may all be met here, and ‘‘ these great and familiar figures are seen, 
through Mr. Priestley’s eyes, in all their original freshness.”’ 


Russell (Bertrand) What I Believe. (Kegan Paul) 2/6. 


** One of the most brilliant and thought stimulating books that I have 
read.’’"—Leonard Woolf. 











$32 


Saurat (Denis) Milton, Man and Thinker. (Cape) 15/-. 
‘* M. Saurat has produced a volume on Milton’s character and thought 
. which will certainly leave traces on everything which is subsequently 

written about him.’’—J. C. Squire. 


Sheppard (A. T.) Brave Earth: a novel. (Cape) 7/6. 


“It is difficult to think of any historical novel since ‘ The Cloister and 
the Hearth,’ in which character and incident are so perfectly blended.” 
—Manchester Guardian. 





COUNTY BOROUGH OF PORTSMOUTH. 





LIBRARIES AND MUSEUM COMMITTEE. 





Applications are invited for the post of FIRST ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN 
(Male). Candidates should have had experience in Public Library (open access) 
work, and should hold at least three of the L.A. Certificates, viz., Cataloguing, 
Classification, and Literary History. 

The salary offered is £200 per annum (no bonus), rising by four equal 
annual instalments to £250, subject to satisfactory service. 

The appointment will be subject to the successful applicant passing a 
satisfactory Medical Examination, and if the provisions of the Local Govern- 
ment and other Officers’ Superannuation Act, 1922, are applied to the appoint- 
ment, the salary will be subject to the statutory deduction of 5 per cent. 
under that Act. 

Applications, enclosing copies of not more than three recent testimoniais, 
are to be sent to the Borough Librarian, CENTRAL PUBLIC LIBRARY, 
PORTSMOUTH, so as to be received not later than first post on Wednesday, 
10th June, 1925. 

Canvassing members of the Council, directly or indirectly, will disqualify. 

F. J. SPARKS, 
Town Clerk. 
Town Hall, Portsmouth. 
12th May, 1925. 





BIRMINGHAM PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 

A Male Assistant about 25 years of age is required. Experience in Library 
Work is essential, and preference will be given to candidates holding Library 
Association Certificates. The successful candidate may be appointed as a 
Branch Librarian. Commencing salary £275 (including present bonus of £95). 

Applications in candidates’ own handwriting, stating age, qualifications, 
and L.A. Certificates held, accompanied by copies (which will not be returned) 
of three recent testimonials, should be endorsed “‘ Assistant,’’ and reach me 
net later than June 6th, 1925. 

Water PowELt, 
Chief Librarian. 





FOR SALE. 


Library Association Record, Library Assistant, Library Chronicle; com- 
plete sets. Library World, The Library, long runs. Particulars from C.A.H., 
185, Barry Road, S.E.22. 














21st May, 1925 
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